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Where 


Great Ideas Come 


From its beginnings this nation has been 
guided great ideas. 


The men who hammered out the Constitution 
and the Bill Rights were thinkers—men 
vision—the best educated men their day. 
And every major advance our civilization 
since that time has come from minds equipped 
education create great ideas and put 
them into action. 


So, the very core our, progress the 
college classroom. there that the imagina- 
tion young men and women gains the in- 
tellectual discipline that turns useful 
thinking. there that’ the great ideas 
the future will born. 


That why the present tasks our colleges 
and universities are vital concern every 


American. These institutions are doing their 
utmost raise their teaching standards, 
meet the steadily rising pressure for enroll- 
ment, and provide the healthy educational 
climate which great ideas may flourish. 


They need the help all who love freedom, all 
who hope for continued progress science, 
statesmanship, the better things life. 
And they need now! 


you want know what the college crisis 
means you, write for free 
booklet to: HIGHER EDUCA- 
TION, Box 36, Times Square 
Station, New York 36, N.Y. 
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Act Naming 


nomenon. mysterious not mean that 
the events which take place the brain during 
exchange language are complex and little under- 
stood although this true too. mean rather that 
language, which first sight appears the most 
familiar sort occurrence, occurrence which takes 
its place along with other occurrences the world 
billiard balls hitting other billiard balls, barkings 
dogs, cryings babies, sunrises and rainfalls 
reality utterly different from these events. The 
importance study language, opposed 
scientific study space-time event like 
solar eclipse rat behavior, that soon one 
scratches the surface the familiar and comes face 
face with the nature language, one also finds 
himself face face with the nature man. 

you were ask the average educated Ameri- 
can Englishman Pole, anyone else acquainted 
with the scientific temper the last two hundred 
years, what conceived the nature language 
be, would probably reply more less the 
following way. 

When speak word sentence and you un- 
derstand me, utter series peculiar little sounds 
which hope convey you the meaning 
have mind. The sounds leave mouth and travel 
through the air waves. The waves strike the 


tympanic membrane your outer ear and the motion 


the membrane carried the inner ear where 
transformed into electrical impulses the audi- 
tory nerve. 

This nerve impulse transmitted your brain 
where very complex series events 
the upshot which that you “understand” the 
words; that is, you either respond the words 
the way had hoped you would the words arouse 
you the same idea expectation fear had 
mind. Your understanding sounds depends 
upon your having heard them before, upon common 
language. result your having heard the word 
ball association with the thing ball there has 
curred change your brain such character 
that when say ball you understand mean ball. 

This explanation language not, course, 
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entirely acceptable linguist psychologist. 
But the sort explanation one would give 
question this kind. the sort explanation 
college psychology textbook. may less technical 
great deal more technical doubt modern 
philosophers meaning would prefer the term 
“idea” speaking your understand- 
ing words but technical not, agree 
general that something the kind takes place. 
The essence the process series events 
space-time: muscular events the mouth, wave 
events the air, electrico-colloidal events the 
nerve and brain. 

The trouble that this explanation completely 
misses the essential character language. not 
merely oversimplified explanation; not merely 
incomplete one-sided explanation. has nothing 
all with language considered language. 

What wish call attention not new 
discovery, new piece research psycholinguistics 
which revolutionizes our concept language the 
Michelson-Morley experiment revolutionized modern 
physics. rather the extraordinary sort thing 
langvage and which our theoretical view the 
completely obscures. This extraordinary char- 
acter language does not depend for its unveiling 
upon piece research but there under our noses 
for all see. The difficulty that under our 
noses; too close and too familiar. Language, 
symbolization, the stuff which our knowledge 
and awareness the world are made, the medium 
through which see the world. Trying see 
like trying see the mirror which see 
everything else. 

There another difficulty. the fact that 
language cannot explained the ordinary termi- 
nology explanations. The terminology explana- 
tions the native attitude the modern mind to- 
ward that which does not understand and 
its most admirable trait. That attitude briefly this: 
here phenomenon how does work? The 
answer given series space-time events. This 
how works; you see, this state affairs leads 
this state affairs and leads This at- 
titude goes long way toward understanding 
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Walker Percy 


billiards, cellular growth, anthills and sunrises. 
But cannot get hold language. 

All the space-time events mentioned con- 
nection with the production speech occur, and 
without them there would language. But 
language something else besides these events. This 
does not mean that language cannot understood 
but that must use another frame reference 
and another terminology. one studies man 
level, one studies him 
one studies anything else, phenomenon which 
susceptible explanatory hypothesis. psychol- 
ogist timing human responses moves about the 


same familiar world observer and data-to-be- 


explained the physiologist and the physicist. But 
soon one deals with language, not sequence 
stimuli and responses, not science phonetics 
comparative linguistics, but the sort thing 
language is, one finds himself immediately un- 
charted territory. 

The usual version the nature language, then, 
turns upon the assumption that human language 
marvelous development type behavior found 
lower animals. Darwin expressed it, man 
not the only animal that can use language express 
what passing his mind: “The Cebus Azarae 
monkey Paraguay utters least six distinct sounds 
which excite other monkeys similar emotions.” 
More recent investigations have shown that bees are 
they can communicate not only direction but dis- 
tance. 

This assumption course entirely reasonable. 
When study the human ear eye brain 
study development continuity with sub- 
human ears and eyes and brains. What other method 
available us? But here that the radical 
difference between the sort thing that language 
and the sort thing that the transactions upon 
the billiard table are manifests itself throw 
into confusion. This method finding our way 
the nature language, this assumption, does not 
work. not cnly does not work, ignores the central 
feature language. 
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The oversight and the inability correct 
have plagued philosophers language for the past 
fifty years. get the heart the difficulty 
must first understand the difference between 
sign and symbol. 

sign something that directs our attention 
hear clap thunder, will expect rain and 
seek cover. will seen once that this sort 
sign-behavior fits very well with the explanatory 
attitude mentioned above. The behavior man 
animal responding natural sign (thunder) 
readily series space-time events which takes 
place because changes the brain brought about 
past association. 

But what symbol? symbol does not direct 
our attention something else, sign does. 
does not direct all. “means” something else. 
somehow comes contain within itself the thing 
means. The word ball sign dog and 
symbol you. say bail dog, will respond 
like good Pavlovian organism and look under the 
sofa and fetch it. But say ball you, you will 
simply look me, and you are patient, finally 
say “What about it?” The dog responds the word 
looking for the thing; you conceive the ball 
through the word ball. 

Now can, like, say that the symbol 
kind sign, and that when say the word 
ball, the sound strikes your ear drum, arrives 
your brain, and there calls out the idea ball. 
Modern semioticists do, fact, try explain 
symbol kind sign. But this doesn’t work. 
Susanne Langer has observed, this leaves out some- 
thing, and this something the most important 
thing all. 

The thing that left out the relation 
denotation. The word names something. The symbol 
symbolizes something. Symbolizaticn qualitatively 
different from sign-behavior; the thing that 
guishes man his ability symbolize his experience 
rather than simply respond it. The word ball does 
all the things the psychologist says does, makes 
its well-known journey from tongue brain. But 
does something else too: names the thing. 
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far have covered ground which has been 
covered much more adequately Suzanne Langer 
and the great German philosopher the symbol, 
Cassirer. The question wish raise here 
this: what are make this peculiar act 
time events, construe other phenomena solar 
eclipses, gland secretion, growth— then how can 
construe it? 

The longer think about it, the more myster- 
ious the simplest act naming becomes. is, 
begin realize, quite without precedent all 
natural history know it. But so, you might 
reply, the emergence the eye without precedent, 
sexual reproduction without precedent. These 
are nevertheless the same kind events which have 
logical phenomena the same terms which 
understand physical phenomena, series events 
and energy exchanges, with each event arising from 
and being conditioned event. This 
not say that biology can reduced physical 
terms, but only that can make good deal 
sense series events and energy exchanges. 

But naming generically different. stands 
apart from everything else that know about the 
universe. The collision two galaxies and the saliva- 
tion dog, different they are, are far 
more alike than either like the simplest act 
naming. Naming stands far greater distance from 
dog than the latter does from 
collision. 

Just what the act denotation? What took 
place when the first man uttered mouthy little 
sound and the second man understood it, not 
sign responded to, but “meaning” something 
they beheld common? The first man who did this 
almost minima! empirical definition the first 
man, and what happened all things earth 
the one thing should know best. the one 
thing most; the warp and woof the 
fabric our consciousness. And yet extremely 
difficult look instead through and even more 
difficult express once grasped. 

Naming unique natural history because 
for the first time being the universe stands apart 
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from the universe and affirms some other being 
what is. this act, for the first time the 
history the universe, “is” spoken. What does 
this mean? something important has happened, 
why talk about talk about every- 
thing else, the familiar language space-time 
events? 

The trouble that are face face with 
phenomenon which express our ordi- 
nary phenomenal language. Yet are obliged 
deal with it; happens, and cannot dismiss 
“semantical relation.” sense, moreover, that 
this phenomenon has the most radical consequences 


for our thinking about man. retuse deal with 


astronomer developed theory planetary 
motion and said that his theory holds true 
exception. makes zigzags instead ellipses. Plan- 
disqualify planet failing live the best 
standards bodies motion. 

This roughly the attitude some modern 
semanticists and semioticists toward the act nam- 
ing. the relation symbol thing symbolized 
considered anything other than sign calling 
forth response, then this relation “wrong”. Say 
whatever you like about pencil, Korzybski used 
say, but never say pencil. The word not 
the thing, said Chase; you can't eat the word oyster. 
According the semanticists, the advent sym- 
bolization major calamity the history the 
human race. Their predicament not without its 
comic aspects. Here are scientists occupied with 
subject matter which they, the scientists, dis- 
approve. For the sad fact that shall continue 
say “this pencil” rather than “this object 
shall refer the future the sound pencil.” 

the own testimony are face 
face with extraordinary phenomenon even 
though “wrong.” But if, instead deploring 
this act naming calamity, try see 
for what is, what can discover? 

When name unknown thing hear the 
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name from you, remarkable thing happens. some 
sense other, the thing said “be” its name 
symbol. The semanticists are right: this round thing 
certainly not the word ball. Yet unless becomes, 
some sense other, the word ball our con- 
sciousness, will never know the ball! Cassirer’s 
thesis was that everything know know through 
symbolic media, whether words, pictures, formulae, 
theories. Mrs. Langer put it, symbols are the 
vehicles meaning. 

The transformation word into thing our 
consciousness can seen the phenomenon 
false onomatopoeia. The words limber, flat, furry, 
fuzzy, round, yellow, sharp sound like the things 
they signify, not because the actual sounds resemble 
the thing quality, but because the sound has been 
transformed our consciousness “become” the 
thing signified. you believe this, try repeat- 
ing one these words several dozen times: all 
once will lose its magic guise symbol and 
become the poor drab vocable really is. 

This modern notion the symbolic character 
our awareness turns out have very old history, 
however. The Scholastics, who incidentally had far 
more adequate theory symbolic meaning some 
respects than modern semioticists, used say that 
man does not have direct knowledge essences 
the angels but only indirect 
edge mediated symbols. John St. Thomas ob- 
served that symbols come contain within them- 
selves the thing symbolized alio esse, another 
mode existence. 

But what has this symbolic process got 
with the “is” mentioned earlier, with the unprec- 
edented affirmation existence? know that the 
little copula “is” very late corner the evolu- 
tion languages. Many primitive languages con- 
tain form the verb “to be”. Certainly the most 
primitive sentence, pointing particular thing 
and naming, does not contain the copula. Never- 
theless pairing, apposing word and thing, 
act the very essence which “is-saying’, 
affirming the thing what for both 
us. 

Once have grasped the nature symboliza- 
tion, may begin see its significance for our 
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view man’s place the world. assuming 
that share, begin with, 
view the world, that believe that there are 
such things rocks, planets, trees, dogs, which 
can least partially known and partially explained 
science, and that man takes his place somewhere 
the scheme. The faculty language, however, 
confers upon man very peculiat position this 
scheme and not all the position establish 
viewing him “higher organism.” 

The significance may approached 
the following way. our ordinary theoretical view 
the world, see process, dynamic suc- 
cession energy states. There are sub-atomic par- 
ticles and atoms and molecules motion; there are 
gaseous bodies expanding contracting; there are 
inorganic elements chemical interaction; there are 
organisms contact with environment and re- 
sponding and adapting accordingly; there are animals 
responding each other means sign-behavior. 

This state affairs may think num- 
ber terms interaction, with all the others. 
Each being the world, acting upon the world 
and itself being acted upon the world. 

But when man appears and names thing, 
when says this water and water cool, some- 
thing unprecedented takes place. What the fifth term, 
man, does not merely enter into interaction 
with the others though does this but 
stand apart from two the terms and say that 
one “is” the other. The two things which pairs 
identifies are the word speaks hears and 
the thing sees before him. 

This not only unprecedented happening; 
also, the semanticists have noted, scandalous. 
clearly not But were not for this cosmic 
blunder, man would not man; would never 
capable folly and would never capable 
truth. Unless says that will never 
know will only respond them. bee 
not foolish man, but also cannot tell the 
truth. All can respond its environment. 

What are the consequences for our thinking 
about man? There are great many consequences, 
epistemological, existential, religious, psychiatric. 
There space here mention only one, the effect 
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has our minimal concept man not mean 
our concept his origin and his destiny, which is, 
course, the province religion. mean rather 
our working concept, our minimal working con- 
cept water compound hydrogen and oxygen. 

awareness the nature language must 
have the greatest possible consequences for our 
minimal concept man. For one thing must 
reveal the ordinary secular concept man held 
the West not merely inadequate but quite simply 
mistaken. not refer the Christian idea man 
composite body and soul, belief which 
professed some and given lip service many 
but which can hardly said working as- 
sumption secular learning. see man when 
say we, mean ninety-five per cent those who 
attend American high schools and universities 
the highest the organisms: stands erect, 
apposes thumb and forefinger, his language far 
more complex than that the most advanced Cebus 
Azarae. But the difference quantitative, not 
qualitative. Man higher organism, standing 


direct continuity with rocks, soil, fungi, protozoa, 
and mammals. 


This happens not true, however, and 
way unfortunate. say unfortunate because 
means the shattering the old dream the En- 
lightenment that objective-explanatory-causal 
science can discover and set forth all the knowledge 
which man capable. The dream drawing 
close. The existentialists have taught that what 
man cannot grasped the sciences man. 
The case rather that man’s science one the 
things that man does, mode existence. Another 
mode speech. Man not merely higher organism 
responding and controlling his environment. 
is, words, that being the world 
whose calling find name for Being, give 
testimony it, and provide for clearing. 


WALKER PERCY has published articles PARTISAN 
REVIEW, SEWANEE REVIEW, PHILOSOPHY AND PHENOM- 
ENOLOGICAL RESEARCH and other journals, and 
present work upon book. 


PUNCH 


“This man Croesus. How much you reckon was worth?” 


COMPETITIVE COEXISTENCE 


Harold Jacobson 


“I'd gladly lend you ten piastres, but unfortunately assets are 
all frozen London and New York.” 
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SUEZ crisis, perhaps the most uncomfortable 
problem diplomacy has faced the past 
decade, not only established the Middle East the 
unquestioned center world tension, but also pro- 
vided opportunity however ambiguous might 
have been for the evolution new and stronger 
policy for that area. The crisis had its bitter 
aspects. Global war seemed dangerously near, and 
the endless difficulties accompanying efforts 
strengthen small, underdeveloped and intensely na- 
tionalistic states against Communist penetration were 
unpleasantly emphasized. There were, however, some 
positive results, among them the possibility that the 
events Egypt could lead more sophisticated 
view, the part the American public, what 
issue the Middle East the kind awareness 
that prerequisite the formation sound foreign 
policy. 

The mingled problems and opportunities future 
Middle Eastern policy can best grasped 
examining them the context the Cold War. The 
United States’ major objective the Middle East and 
elsewhere, the containment Soviet power, has its 
roots the Cold War, and the nature the Cold War 
determines the conditions under which the must 
pursue this objective. Possession thermonuclear 
weapons both the and Soviet Russia has 
brought about what Winston Churchill has called 
“balance terror” and changed the focus both 
our efforts and those our adversaries. The Cold War 
has become and will continue armaments remain 
balance primarily struggle for the allegiance 
the more than one billion people the under- 
developed areas the non-Communist world. 

More than anything else, these people want 
raise their national incomes (average: less than $150 
per person, compared approximate per capita 
income $2000 the United States). They want 
this without any real imagined infringement 
their sovereignty. Their jealous protection this 
prerogative stems from the fact that eighteen these 
states gained independence only after World War 
and other areas are still non-self-governing. The 
United States and Soviet Russia are both urging their 
own systems models for the economic develop- 
ment these areas. Acceptance one the ex- 
clusion the other would major victory the 
Cold War, and this sense the present period may 
described one “competitive coexistence.” 


The Suez crisis, which should examined both 
for its influence present Middle Eastern politics 
and illustration the problems attending our 
attempts assume larger role these politics, was 
direct outgrowth “competitive coexistence.” The 
crisis was triggered the abrupt cancellation the 
American offer help Egypt finance the construction 
the Aswan High Dam. This project, first advanced 
1952, was planned means increasing Egypt’s 
arable land third and developing its hydro- 
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electric potential provide base for industrial ex- 
pansion. Although most economists hold that either 
this some similar project necessary raise 
national income (or merely insure that 
does not fall still lower level), the West took 
action Egypt’s requests for assistance until De- 
cember, 1955. Suddenly the United States made its 
offer, and Britain and the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development quickly followed 
suit. The reason was rumor that the Soviet Union 
was willing finance the construction the Aswan 
High Dam under extremely favorable terms. 


The United States’ sensitivity this was 
the result the so-called “Czech arms deal.” Colonel 
Nasser, when came power, promised his people 
swift and thorough modernization the Egyptian 
army, program which the did not object. 
Feeling that one the best methods preventing 
further Soviet advances was the establishment 
local positions strength, Secretary State Dulles 
had announced his government’s willingness arm 
Middle Eastern states early June, 1953. The 
S., therefore, while attempting mediate the 
Anglo-Egyptian Canal Zone dispute (another effort 
our part toward strengthening the area) promised 
Colonel Nasser American arms came terms 
with the British. When the dispute was finally settled 
1954, however, Colonel Nasser proved unwilling 
accept arms under the Mutual Security Act. 


The Egyptian ruler claimed that the terms 
the Mutual Security Act, which among other things 
stipulated that the arms used only for self-defense, 
would involve violation Egyptian sovereignty. 
Nor could accept alternative, cash offer 
arms for twenty-seven million dollars. Instead, 
turned the East Czechoslovakia and bar- 
tered several years’ crops rice and cotton for large 
quantities weapons. Communist advisors, tech- 
nicians and increased Soviet influence came with 
them. The quick response the rumor 
Soviet support for the Aswan High Dam reflected 
fear that this experience might repeated. 

Serious objections the American offer help 
finance the dam were raised, both within and out- 
side the United States, less than month after had 
been made. Senator Stennis Mississippi, Senator 
Holland Florida, and other Southern senators feared 
that might lead increased cotton production 
Egypt and increased competition for their constit- 
uents. Senator Dirksen Illinois wondered 
might not possible obtain some commitment 
from Egypt concerning Israel before agreeing fi- 
nance the project. Senator Knowland feared that 
were putting ourselves situation where would 
soon have better every offer that the USSR made 
underdeveloped countries and that this could lead 
rampant blackmail. 

Turkey, Iran and Pakistan Middle Eastern 
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states closely allied with the West objected 
such large grant “neutral.” Britain and France 
became increasingly distrustful Colonel Nasser. 
recognition Communist China the spring 
1956 displeased Congress and the Department 
State alike. Finally, mid-July, result 
all these objections, Secretary State Dulles abruptly 
informed Egyptian Ambassador Hussein that the 
American offer was withdrawn. 

Despite the objections, Mr. Dulles might not 
have taken this action had not become apparent 
that there was substance the alleged Soviet 
offer. The withdrawal was probably much 
attempt ¢all the USSR’s bluff offers assistance 
was concession opponents the project. 
But this victory was gained, was least coun- 
ter-balanced the deleterious effects the with- 
drawal. Colonel Nasser took the action grave 
affront his prestige was probably intended 


and retaliated nationalizing the Suez Canal, 


Apparently the United States did not anticipate this 
reaction, even though Colonel Nasser had announced 
his intention take this step early February, 
1955. Britain and France, seeing the last vestiges 
their power the Middle East crumble, and man 
whom they did not trust suddenly gain control 
their economic lifeline, felt that the Canal should 
“internaticnalized,” force necessary. the 
hurried conferences that followed, the United States 
verbally supported their position, but 
force could never used. This stand pleased neither 
side. 

When Britain and France finally joined Israel 
attacking Egypt, peace continued the United 
States’ objective. the United Nations, 
ing proposals and supporting those the Asian- 
African block, United States’ delegates worked for 
cease-fire and for the withdrawal the attacking 
troops from Egypt. Outside the United Nations, 
America maintained economic pressures achieve 
this goal. When Israel refused withdraw from the 
Gaza strip and Sharm Sheik without prior guar- 
antees from Egypt, President Eisenhower was ap- 
parently even willing, despite strong contrary Con- 
gressional pressures, support sanctions against Israel 
force her compliance with United Nations’ res- 
olutions. 


The United States’ action this crisis probably 
was the result several motives. First, clear 
that President Eisenhower wanted prevent the 
conflagration from growing global proportions. 
While the “balance terror” may effective 
method maintaining world peace, also 
precarious one. Premier Bulganin’s letters Britain 
and France, which contained not very veiled threats 
concerning the use “modern destructive” weapons, 
and the offers Soviet “volunteers” implied ap- 
parent willingness the USSR tip the balance, 


and this contributed the firmness the American 


position. 

Secondly, this competitive situation, the United 
States could not allow the USSR pose the sole 
protector the sovereignty one the 
developed states. These states were universally op- 
posed the joint attack, and the Soviet Union gladly 
championed their cause. 

Third, Secretary State Dulles was convinced 
that stronger Middle East could not achieved 
without the support the Arabs, and considerable 


effort had been directed toward gaining this support 


allow new alignment develop the Middle 
East, with the Arabs and the Soviet Union one 
side and Britain, France, Israel and the United States 
the other, would have negated these efforts and 
precluded future Arab support. Arab state, 


matter how unfriendly Egypt, was willing com 


done the joint attack. 
Finally, the United States did not condemn 
the actions Britain, France and Israel the 
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dle East, could not have effectively criticized the 
simultaneous actions the Soviet Union Hungary. 
The USSR’s repression there provided excellent 
opportunity point out the world particularly 
the underdeveloped countries the costs the 
Soviet system, and show that the Soviet Union has 
its own “colonial empire.” Demonstrating this vivid, 
concrete terms appears one the United States’ 
most difficult yet most important tasks “competi- 
tive co-existence” and the Soviet actions provided 
opportunity that could not easily ignored. 


After peace was restored, the United States began 
evolve new policy for the Middle East. The 
Eisenhower Doctrine one product this process. 
broad statement intent, authorizes the Presi- 
dent assist any Middle Eastern state attacked 
the forces “international Communism.” also com- 
mits the United States program economic 
and military aid, and first step, Congress gave 
the President permission allocate $200,000,000 
Middle Eastern states from earlier, unspent appropria- 
tions without having comply with the restrictions 
the Mutual Security Act. 

The military part the Eisenhower Doctrine 
based the assumption that the best method 
deterring Soviet aggression draw line across 
which the USSR can advance only the risk 
retaliation and support this line through the devel- 
opment local strength. This assumption stems from 
the theory that the two World Wars and the Korean 
War would not have occurred had the potential ag- 
gressor known the consequences his actions 
especially the American reaction. 

date, two concrete actions have been based 
the military part the Eisenhower Doctrine. 
First, March, 1957, the United States announced 
that would join the Military Committee the 
Baghdad Pact alliance Britain, Turkey, Iraq, 
Iran and Pakistan. The significance this, however, 
should not overemphasized. The United States has 
been associated with this Pact for some time; came 
into being primarily result Mr. Dulles’ initia- 
tive. June, 1953, suggested that might pos- 
sible form alliance the Middle East the 
tier” states which bordered the USSR. While 
his plan was more practicable than earlier schemes 
for the area’s defense, putting into effect created 
numerous frictions. course, the Soviet Union ob- 
jected the development alliance her 
borders. Israel disliked the Pact for fear that might 
upset the balance power the Middle East, and 
Egypt disliked because she felt that distracted 
from her leadership the Arab League. Because 
the last two objections, the United States did not 
join the Pact when finally came into being 1955. 
Instead the Eisenhower Administration decided 
join the Baghdad Pact’s Economic and Counter-sub- 
version Committees and maintain liaison with its 
Military Committee, steps which incidentally did not 
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require Senatorial ratification. 

The March decision, therefore, brought very 
little change. The alliance still weak. Pakistan 
divided geographically and has major internal prob- 
lems. There some opposition the Pact Iraq, 
the only Arab member. The United States’ decision 
join the Military Committee which again did 
not require Senatorial ratification neither silenced 
the Pact’s critics nor greatly strengthened its sup- 
porters. The recently inaugurated program eco- 
nomic aid strengthen the communications system 
among the members the alliance may bolster the 
Pact somewhat, but only the long run. For the 
present, the defense the Middle East will depend 
largely Western forces the area, which could 
have been there even without the Baghdad Pact. The 
immediately available force the American 
Sixth Fleet. Although this unit has atomic capabilities 
and could therefore serve major deterrent force, 
its ability intervene limited local war, the 
most probable type action, can questioned. Its 


only land force one reinforced Marine battalion 
about 1,800 men. 


The second action resulting from the military 
part the Eisenhower Doctrine involved the use 
the Sixth Fleet. During the crisis Jordan this spring, 
this force was alerted and mobilized, and was of- 
ficially announced that the United States regarded 
the continued “independence and integrity Jordan 
vital.” These actions, plus the economic aid that 
the United States gave, appear have been instru- 
mental restoring order. This was extremely signif- 
icant, for had the crisis continued, possible that 
might have led renewed war the Middle 
East. However, the problem Jordan far from 
solved. The state still lacks necessary cohesive forces 
give stability, and remains primarily geo- 
graphic expression. Jordan still not economically 
self-sufficient. sum then, the military part the 
Eisenhower Doctrine appears provide, 
only protective blanket over the Middle East, under 
which constructive work can done. 


Ideally the Eisenhower Doctrine’s second aspect, 
the program economic and military aid, should 
provide the basis for such constructive work. Again, 
this aspect represents more modification earlier 
policies than something completely new. The United 
States began giving economic aid for development 
purposes early 1950 under the Technical As- 
sistance Program, and shortly thereafter this program 
was expanded include aid support the develop- 
ment local military establishments well. Since 
1953, result Mr. Dulles’ initiative, larger 
share the American aid program has been allocated 
the Middle East. Presumably, the new Doctrine 
means that this share will further increased. 

clear that any long-run solution the prob- 
lems the Middle East must necessarily involve 
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raising the level national income the area and 
that this will require outside assistance. Yet there 
are major obstacles this approach. The capacity 
the Middle Eastern states accept aid limited. 
estimated that less than sixty percent the 
money which the United States has appropriated for 
the Middle East since 1951 has actually been spent. 
After passage the Eisenhower Doctrine, special 
mission under Ambassador James Richards was 
sent the Middle East explain the Doctrine and 
allocate the available funds. Despite the fact that 
the mission did not have comply with the restric- 
tions the Mutual Security Act, was only able 


authorize approximately $120,000,000 aid out 


the available $200,000,000. 

There are several limiting factors. Perhaps the 
basic one that economic development inevitably 
slow process, but there are also more immediate 
obstacles. There dearth the Middle East 
trained technicians and administrators necessary 
effectively use large scale aid. Many the states 
the area are hesitant accept aid for fear com- 
promising their sovereignty, particularly when re- 
strictive conditions are attached. But Congress 
reluctant appropriate aid without such restrictions. 
Further, many the most significant projects require 
long-term financial commitments, and until recently 
Congress has been notably unwilling appropriate 
aid for more than one-year period. 

One final problem deserves special mention. 
the Middle East, the problem economic develop- 
ment must approached regional basis. This 
implies political cooperation among the several states. 
this regard, our experience with the Johnston plan 
for the unified development the Jordan River Val- 
ley instructive. Economists agree that some form 
river development the Jordan Valley pre- 
condition raising the area’s income. Several plans 
for this have been advanced the past two decades, 
starting with the Ionides proposal 1937. None 
these were economically feasible, however, until 1953, 
when President Eisenhower offered American assist- 
ance and appointed Eric Johnston negotiate with 
the states concerned. date, nothing has come 
these negotiations. First, the reparian states espe- 
cially Israel disagreed over the division water. 
Then, after technical agreement had finally been 
reached, the Arab states involved decided that they 
could not cooperate with Israel. The result stale- 
mate that shows sign resolution. Similarly, con- 
cerning the Aswan High Dam project, Egypt was 


not able reach agreement with the Sudan 
the distribution the Nile’s water. 

would seem then that the United States 
truly strengthen the Middle East and insure 
its continued commitment the West, must attack 
the area’s basic political problems. here that 
American policy perhaps open greatest criticism, 
The area’s principal political problem the Arab- 
Israeli dispute. The United States has continually 
attempted play role this dispute, role 
reflected our emphasis seeking solutions through 
the United Nations. true that the has 
recently taken clear stand some aspects the 
problem, such navigation the Gulf Aqaba. 
But there are many other vital issues, questions con- 
cerning borders and the fate the more than 
000 Arab refugees, for instance, which the United 
States has never stated its conception “just” solu- 
tion. Nor has the United States made strong positive 
attempts gain solutions for these issues. This same 
unwillingness committed can seen Amer- 
ican policy concerning other political problems 
the Middle East, disputes between the colonial powers 
and the Arabs and between the Arabs themselves. 

All these problems involve Arab nationalism, and 
will solved neither easily nor quickly. While the 
United States has made increased efforts come 
with this phenomenon since the Suez crisis, 
further efforts still are needed the Cold War 
won the Middle East, for Arab nationalism 
appears the key victory “competitive 
coexistence” there. The Soviet Union has certain ad- 
vantages this struggle. The USSR not identified 
with the colonial powers with Israel the main 
targets Arab hatred and the United States is. 
Although the must show progress economic 
development prove its case, the Soviet Union needs 
only point the existing poverty and explain 
the result imperialistic capitalism. serve the 
United States’ purposes, American grants must lead 
increased production, but the USSR’s are success- 
ful they simply increase tensions. the same time, 
the long-term interests the Arab states the 
Middle East, economically and politically, are the 
side the West. 

Coming grips with Arab nationalism involves 
making this clear. But involves first real under- 
standing the United States Arab nationalism, 
Arab claims, demands and aspirations about 
which very little has been heard this country. 
does not mean complete surrender Arab demands, 
nor aping Soviet tactics, but implies respecting the 
Arabs and their beliefs and having policy forceful 
enough respected them. 
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FOR ONE 
TIME AND 
ONE PLACE 


Mary Anne Hayes 


LOCATION place, any place, particular 

place fix firmly and say: here is, 
this place and other becomes suddenly 
elusive when maps are discarded and the encyclo- 
pedia closed. Not because the tools direction are 
missing, but because place considered place escapes 
detection, disappears behind pseudo-understanding, 
universal agreement that, for instance, France 
not the United States. self-evidence not enough, 
the language common sense assures that France 
Europe, that the United States America, 
and that the two continents are, obviously, not the 
same place. For the unconvinced there are parallels 
and degrees, east and west, north and south, latitude 
and longitude. Geography puts everything 
place. 

But place, wish discuss it, the world 
the given which human consciousness structures 
and makes into reality for itself. not the 
place the geographer, the economist, the sociolo- 
gist, the psychologist, but the unique place made- 
to-be the human self. Physical place, the “out- 
thereness” the given, necessary. Without this 
hard material human consciousness could make 
measurements, judgements, for there would 
nothing measure, nothing judge. must exist 
and must outside human consciousness for this 
interaction occur. 

Consider the man who thinks George 
Washington. satisfy the demands his self- 
deception Mount Vernon not necessary. adopts, 
rather, certain way looking things, shapes 
certain reality. Any house any town will for 
Mount Vernon, for the important thing capture 
the style being which means, him, George 
Washington. And what meant when Jones ex- 
like trade places!” Jones isn’t saying that wants 
“be” Smith. wants, rather, remain Jones 
but from the standpoint, the place, Smith. 
wants Smith’s way looking the world, but more 
than perception involved. would like absorb, 
whole, the reality Smith. 

This what mean when speak place 
and this the kind place would like discuss 
place combination the hard given and the 
meaning which human consciousness gives it. 
the structure human consciousness understood, 
pattern can discovered the world, for the 
world bears the stamp the super-structure the 
human self. Because there man, there world 
“world”. through human reality that place 
can appear and disappear, flourish dissolve when 
the act re-creation discontinued. 

have chosen particular place for analysis, 
town that officially, the logs the county clerk, 
the records the state capitol, even the opinion 
its former residents, longer. But the town, 
Piper, Alabama, USA, exists still “no 
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Because know that time always 


The future Piper former future; its possibilities 


des Etats-Unis,” answered. (But it’s not there any- 


And what actual actual only 


are past possibilities with possibility for anything more. 
else. Its future exists past and depends upon the For the Frenchman (he had romantic haze 
onetime residents Piper and what they choose his eyes asked his question) Piper was pos- 
with this past: forget it, cherish despise it. sibly jamais-jamais pays, the far away New 

“Where were you born?” World mysteriously veiled the nature its far 
“Oh, Piper, Alabama, but it’s not there anymore”. away-ness. had never been out France, 
(Where it?) Piper grew more remote still. But could imagine 
it, imagine place (because was not this 
attempt locate place within the limits place but some other very different place, because 
this discussion must begin with attempt was far away place) and so, wanting locate 
understand the uniqueness the human self. make nearer, asked his question: where 
only through the meaning bestowed man that 
place can approached; place can only arise the moment iper was far away place for 
world which has been structured human con- me, too. was Paris, place taken; existed 
place foreigner. Piper remained (though, 
The self arises face world which cannot indeed, was not there anymore original place, 
ignore. Each born into world that al- the place had received the time birth, 
ready here. But when were faced with this the place had choice taking. Piper remained 
world, faced for the first time, unique time. for the container original 
The creation the world unique each us. what were for original objects. Piper the 
The human self exists body, and the body world first presented itself and grasped 
the instrument with which move through the and called Piper the world. was place. 
world, forever involved situation which demands 
place, physical place shaped into less was born, then, place which was called 
public, private place, for the unfolding life. Piper. More must said about this, however, be- 
Man creature who must choose, and through cause could never simply “born,” 
choice defines himself and his world. Psychologistic been born, could never simply “there”. 
explanations man the world can only born doesn’t mean that one arrives the scene 
far. After all testing and measuring done, after before the play has started and that, somehow, all 
all complexes are studied, there still remains fun- action begins with that first appearance. The drama 
damental question: why did this man react this was underway and when arrived the world, 
way instead another? The answer least found myself surrounded. The thing that found 
possibility for understanding lies the unique myself surrounded was precisely the world and 
individual. this uniqueness and preferable reality there could refusal face it. Refusal and 
Smith that Jones (from his own unique position withdrawal are merely different modes accepting 
desires. And somewhere this uniqueness lies the world, accepting something refused 
key the decision the kindly old man down the withdrawn from. 
street “become” George Washington instead of, acceptance construction immediately im- 
say, Napoleon. plied. world, like yours, constituted through 
France, passport read: birthplace, Piper, act accepting the world this that. The 
Alabama, USA. Through clerical oversight constitutive acceptive act cannot escaped. The 
carte sejour granting permission for temporary dichotomy which makes reality human reality 
residence read: birthplace, Piper, USA, giving the human self and the world which must face. 
lusory significance Piper, town which had been The word, Piper, immediately invokes mea 
town the time birth, but now had its pronouncement: something have left behind. What 
existence the pluperfect. can this mean? Psychologically, perhaps, means 
est Piper?” asked the commis- that longer bound with the sorts 
sariat arrondissement when went inform things the people who lived Piper (and now 
him that was changing another zone. “Le Sud necessarily live elsewhere) are concerned with. 
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explanation this kind could true, but only 
within the psychological framework. could be, for 
instance, “dissatisfied” with Piper and so, that 
sense, leave behind. 

But can Piper ever really left behind? 
the destiny Piper always behind me, but 
never left, cut off from me, stranded? Today may 
recall Piper with nostalgia (the warm days child- 
hood) and next week with bitterness (the cruelty 
smalltown life). The point that Piper always 
there, existing, for recall. behind the sense 
past but ever ready called forth the 
present. 

What can Piper can responsible for 
nostalgia and bitterness? place seen from this 
point view (New York lonely place), place 
becomes absurdity. But from another point 
view the central view the namer place, 
the self nostalgia, bitterness and loneliness be- 
come more reasonable, for who nostalgic 
bitter, who lonely New York. must 
assume responsibility for these qualities and 
therefore responsible for place. 

The physical world longer holds Piper except 
terms strip land which once was particular 
strip land, but creature who holds the world 
“world,” cannot relinquish it. Piper’s condemnation 
disappearance long-range sentence. Piper was 
coalmining town; when there was more coal 
mined, the population dispersed. Although there 
was simple time when Piper ceased be, this 
disappearance can now seen. was foretold when 
the last coalminer and his family moved out into the 
great elsewhere, into world which had ceased 
hold Piper. 

place has “out there” status, how can 
responsible for it? What can have had 
with its being there? How the massive “out there” 
ever separated into place? 

The pure given exists without quality quali- 
fication. But precisely because given, given 
human consciousness which recognizes this mass 
being something which human consciousness 
not, delineation can occur. Existence would 
have meaning without place, physical place which 
simply and which becomes the abstracted, 


generalized “fact” place which the human self 
makes-to-be. 


From earliest memory assumed that Piper was 
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there with perfect equanimity. composure 
there was need substantiate this fact. And 
actually there were only two “facts” considered, 
the fact the world Piper which stood op- 
position and the fact body, point 
view the world. The point view the 
body the central point view; the world 
ordered around and the ordering instrument 
being which exists apart from the totality “world”. 
the human consciousness which lacks the full 
touchableness the world which surrounds it. 
Visual recollection Piper impossible un- 
less that recollection from the position body, 
consciousness incarnate. view (in memory) 
house and automatically (in mental imagery) take 
near far? looking for something particular 
giving just general glance the direction 


the house? cannot reconstruct Piper its purity; 


cannot reconstruct all except from point 
view which mine, point view which has 
body its fact. 

Empty solid being which would make 
something firm and unchanging, human consciousness 
forced create itself. With this self-creation there 
arises simultaneously the world. This can perhaps 
seen analogously through any ball and bat game. 
The bat must there strike the ball. But the 
same time, there must ball strike the bat. 
Remove either ball bat and the game loses its 
meaning. the same way, would make sense 
talk about human reality either the integral 
parts were dismissed. There interplay between 
the two elements, one static, the other constant 
movement, and though theoretically the static ele- 
ment, the totality that which given, can exist 
apart from human consciousness and the meaning 
which imparts, without human consciousness this 
empty existence would make little difference. There 
would one debate the problem. For Piper 
exist for place there had particular 
arrangement things and people particular 
geographical location, and opposition this, 
consciousness. 

man means free. The freedom 
human reality freedom root, radical sense. 
not the freedom obtain, accomplish. the 
freedom be, do, have, apart from any ma- 
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terial end. The being human consciousness, 
this freedom. 

This not, remember, exhortation for man 
seek freedom from cultural, economic and socio- 
logical ties, but description the being man. 
say that man free means that will never 
reach stopping point his creation until his death. 
Then will become something what was. 

Understanding the fundamental desire man 
become something, desire which denied him, 
permits insight into the childhood belief that 
wondrous day “when grow up”. The child looks 
upon the adult world authority and sees some- 
thing unified. the child expects that upon gaining 
adulthood will suddenly solidify, end this process 
growing, become something. This belief proves 
illusory; never reaches the point solidification. 
But the unity “the others”, the solidity the 
world which not himself, remains. 

man’s freedom means that must create 
himself, also means that must shape his world, 
define his place the world. one level decides 


whether shall live New York 


India Tanganyika. But another, decides 
what that place will be. 

change places. Paris found that the French 
are French; Vienna there were Austrians; 
Madrid, Spaniards. And found had nationality 
unknown before. For the first time, was Ameri- 
can, and whatever country found myself, was 
American. But when returned America, 
lost nationality again. 

changing places who choose make 
the changes. And who structure and shape 
these places what they are. sense, 
one ever saw Paris before did, and the same 
way who responsible for the re-creation 
Piper even though not there anymore. 

But there qualitative difference between 
places. The quality particular place bestowed 
others without consent. They have defined the 
place general. sure, the individual self can- 
not escape the task defining his particular place, 
but somehow the others have already been there. 

“In New Orleans, people are easy-going.” But 
one can never meet the other who typifies both the 
easy-going citizen New Orleans and the vague 
and plural “people”. The easy-going quality can only 
seen distance. For there “the others” 
the anonymous group which reveals structure 
unification me, there must distance. closer 
view would destroy the group. 

the singular who always bumping into 
the world the unified others. The union the 
others (and must plural because through 
the very plurality the anonymous others that 
agreement emerges) mysterious. The singular 
can never reach join the anonymous group; 
can know only the group’s concrete members. 


can, have noted, change places. cannot 
escape myself but can rearrange physical situas 
tion. The meaning the change defined 
consciousness. Perhaps shall find that people 
New Orleans are not easy-going after all. 

New York, for instance, very busy 
busy. They are: buying 
winning and losing, uptown going downtown, 
ways minute behind schedule. Everybody but me, 
Who wrong? am, course, because New York 


very busy place, and anyone who not 


New York wrong probably sick. 


Choices are open me. can wrong and 
unbusy New York, can leave, can get busy, 
But can never busy like everybody else. can 
rushed, harried, short time; they are caught 


busyness. not the same thing. 


Piper, too, was wrong. was wrong ina 


number ways, the ways which all may 


wrong. was young and the others were adult, even, 
sense, the other children. (Like the adults, taken 
together they were mysterious; their strangeness was 


just matter degree.) was ignorant and the others 


knew what they were about, and what Piper was 


about. 


Many Piper’s former residents gather each 


year for reunion. There picnic lunch, party 


atmosphere and endless recollection. The thing that 


all these people have common Piper. 


remembered these people (my grand- 


mother but not know what form have 
taken for them. have control over what they 


will make being. The task construction 


theirs. They deal with what was for them when 


they knew and what grandmother says have 


become. They emerge with some sort figure which 
the scene one these reunions, the task 
construction would still theirs. And the 
the construction would not necessarily more 
accurate, because the construction takes place within 
reality, not mine. 

There “they” involved with Piper now, 
cnly specific people, and when all 
who know Piper move from the temporal structure 
human reality the atemporal realm death, 


Piper will dissolve, disappear. The unity which Piper 


had already gone, fragmented; this sense, Piper 


has “fallen apart.” But what has really taken place 


separation this unity into its constituent 


ments, process which the fact departure has for 


once thrown clearly into relief. The unity Piper 


was always totality separate, unique human 


realities, which presented themselves unity only 


me, apprehended from own unique 


point vantage. 


MARY ANNE HAYES graduate the University 
Houston and has recently returned from 
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Winfred Garrison 


MORE than fourteen hundred years that 

is, from little after the time Constantine 
was universal assumption that the stability 
the social order and the safety the state demanded 
the religious solidarity all the people one church. 
Every responsible thinker, every ecclesiastic, every 
ruler and statesman who gave the matter any atten- 
tion, held this axiom. There was political 
social philosophy which did not build upon this 
assumption. From the time when Christianity became 
the only legal religion the declining and falling 
Roman Empire, the rulers that empire and all 
its fragments, extensions, and successors, and all their 
clerical and lay advisors, and all the makers and inter- 
preters their laws—all, with exceptions other 
than certain disreputable and “subversive” heretics, 
believed firmly that religious solidarity one rec- 
ognized church was essential social and political 
stability. 

This, true, obviously justified and necessitated 
the closest possible collaboration church and state 
for their common defense. Dissent schism neces- 
sarily became crime against the state well 
sin against the church. The persecution heretics 
was the logical corollary. There were other motives 
for the Inquisition and other agencies compulsory 
conformity, but this one was the simplest and would 
have been sufficient itself. church which had 
complete monopoly the field religion could 
reasonably appeal the “secular arm” exercise 
its police power for the protection monopoly 
the restraint punishment heretics and schis- 
matics, when the church’s monopoly was deemed 
essential the security the state the safety 
the church. The state’s part persecution was 
merely the punishment crime equivalent trea- 


son, and toleration would have been compounding 
felony. 


The theory the necessary linkage church 
and state did not originate the lay secular mind. 
originated with the church. The reversal it, 
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however, was almost entirely due the rise pop- 
ular resistance, the experience lay statesmen, and 
the thinking secular philosophers. the adminis- 
trative side, the two most profound revolutions which 
have occurred the entire history the church have 
been these: first, the change the church, the 
fourth century, from voluntary society having 
its membership only those who were members 
sarily coextensive with the community and en- 
dowed with the power enforce the adherence 
all members the civil community; second, the 
reversal this change. That reversal was completed 
America, and this, more than anything 
else, that the distinguishing characteristics or- 
ganized religion America are due. 

This whole matter was not primarily issue 
between Catholics and Protestants. The theory 
compulsory solidarity was, indeed, Roman Catholic 
origin, was practiced consistently the medieval 
church, and has continued practiced with some 
modifications Catholic countries; but was also 
taken over the major divisions Protestantism 
insofar these secured establishment state 
churches. England concerns most. Tudor, Stuart, 
and Commonwealth Protestantism saw established 
church, whatever complexion, struggling main- 
tain its monopoly and convince the government 


that dissent from its norms would dangerous 


the state. This attitude was carried into Puritan New 
England and into other colonies. 


But mother country and colonies alike, the 
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growing sense man’s natural rights 
theory difficult maintain, and experience proved 
false. The pressure increasing numbers dissenters 
was irresistible, and their complete suppression 
assimilation was impracticable. was found that, 
actual fact, dissenters were not necessarily disloyal 
the state, and that compulsory religious conformity 
was not the cement the social order. England 
learned this slowly and relaxed the pressure her 
nonconformists while keeping her established church. 
The colonies learned more rapidly and more com- 
pletely. The founders Rhode Island and 
vania had known from the start. Virginia made 
splendid and memorable record its discovery. 


The growth toleration for dissenters the 
New World was rapid despite the fact that there 
were established churches nine the thirteen 
colonies. The tight New England system govern- 
ment exclusively the “saints” broke down the 
second generation. Massachusetts persecuted the 
Quakers and jailed Baptist preacher 1665, but 
these two denominations were operating without in- 
terference twenty years later. New York never put 
any restraint upon Protestants after the days Peter 
Stuyvesant, but was harsh toward Catholics, espe- 
cially priests. The southern colonies, where Episco- 
pacy was established, were tolerant Presbyterians, 
Quakers, and Baptists, though occasionally Baptist 
preacher would called account for refusal 
register with the authorities. Island and Penn- 
sylvania were completely tolerant principle. 

Maryland under its Catholic proprietor, who held 
his grant subject the pleasure Protestant king, 
had tolerate Protestants order have tolera- 
tion for Catholics; but this happy arrangement was 
ended the anti-Catholic acts 1689 just four 
years after Louis XIV had crowned his campaign 
extermination against the Protestants France 
revoking the Edict Nantes the ground that (as 
supposed “Protestants France longer exist.” 
With every Roman Catholic country the world 
banning Protestants, was much expect that 
the defenders the “Protestant rampart” would wel- 
come Catholics with arms. 


The religious situation America was radically 
altered series changes which preceded and 
accompanied the American Revolution and were 


clinched its success. The establishments 
the separate colonies faded out. One two 


on, vestigially, into the next century, but they were 
obviously outworn. The Virginia “Declaration 


Rights,” adopted June 12, 1776, expressed idea 


which was widely current all the colonies and was 


become the keystone the national policy with 


respect religion. declared: 


XVI. That Religion, the Duty which 
owe our Creator, and the Manner 
discharging it, can directed only 
Reason and Conviction, not Force 
Violence; and therefore, all Men are equal- 
entitled the Free Exercise Religion, 
according the Dictates Conscience; 
and that the mutual Duty all 
practice Christian Forbearance, Love and 
Charity, towards each other. 


Ten years later, the Virginia “Act for 


ing Religious Freedom,” written Thomas Jeffer- 


son and adopted January 16, 1786, went still farther. 
The 1776 declaration had freed the consciences but 
not the purses citizens from compulsion the 
state behalf the church. The 1786 act laid 
these principles: (1) that the state has right 
compel the citizen support with money the 
gation even those religious opinions which 
lieves, much less those which disbelieves; (2) 
that “civil rights have dependence our religious 
(3) that eligibility public office ought 
not conditioned upon the profession renuncia- 
tion any religious opinion; (4) that all men are 
free worship they will, not worship 
all, without restraint penalty; and (5) that all are 


equally “free profess, and argument 


tain, their opinion matters religion” which 


would even include antireligious opinions. 


The effect this act was not only disestablish 
the Episcopal Church but reject decisively the 
proposal, strongly urged some, that Christianity 


should declared “the religion the state” and 


that ministers all denominations should 


ported taxation. There was real battle this 
point. The sweeping action which brought about 
genuine separation church and state was not taken 
inadvertance. 


Nor was the Congress the United States 


aware this issue and the implications 
decision when, only three years later, voted 
submit for ratification the First Amendment the 
Constitution. This declared that “Congress shall make 
law respecting establishment religion.” 


the light the Virginia debates and decision, which 
were matter common knowledge, the 
Amendment clearly meant: Federal establishment 
any one church (which would have been patently 
impossible anyway); establishment several 
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all churches levying tax divided among 
them; short, law whatsoever looking toward 
the establishment support religion the gov- 
ernment. 

the time the Federal government was 
launched, then, this second revolution church his- 
tory the one the interest religious liberty 
had been sufficiently achieved America ensure 
the complete detachment all the churches from 
the central government and the equal treatment 
them all the government insofar had any 
relations with them. Visitors from Europe frequently 
mention the multiplicity sects the first feature 
the religious scene which strikes their attention. 
The explanation simple. America has more sects 
than any European country because she has received 
immigrants from all them often refugees. 
And America has more sects because nowhere else, 
the formative period, did all sects enjoy complete 
freedom, including freedom from the overshadowing 
prestige long-established state church. 


Frederick Turner discovered and publicized 
the significance the frontier American history. 
Mode, Sweet, and others have explored the influence 
the frontier the American churches. The point 
valid. America still young. British visitor re- 
marks that, contrast with his own land, America 
“has medieval churches.” Except for rare colonial 
landmarks, America has not even any seventeenth- 
century churches and very few eighteenth-century. 
seen through European eyes, this gives sense 
shallow 


But the churches are newer than the coun- 
try. 1800 the United States was ribbon settle- 
ments along one coast, with vast and almost empty 
and unknown hinterland. Ninety per cent its 5,- 
300,000 people lived east the Alleghenies, and 
more than half the other per cent were 
Kentucky and Tennessee. The whole Northwest Ter- 
ritory, later become the five states north the 
lish Ohio River, had 51,000 inhabitants. Boston had 
the 000 people; Philadelphia, 28,000. The center pop- 

ulation was eighteen miles west Baltimore. one 
and was very far from the frontier, and every road and 
sup- trail was one-way street which the population 
this was moving west. For time, the growth the 
east was checked the excess westward migra- 
tion over immigration from abroad. Baptist church 
had moved body from North Carolina Ken- 
tucky, and later Disciples Christ church had 
nias migrated similarly from Alabama Texas. Each 
these was called “the church wheels.” But 

the wider sense large part the American church 
The notable fact was that here was great new 
hich country occupied settlers and the churches 
the same time. Or, put another way, the new 
communities which were coming into existence had 
create simultaneously their social, political and 
religious institutions. The separation church and 
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state meant that the religious effort had sup- 
ported entirely voluntary basis. The churches 
had neither subsidies nor endowments; they were 
strictly their own. 

Though the institutions the frontier had 
created the ground, the basic patterns were 
imported from the east and from overseas. The 
churches which grew the Middle West were 
new congregations old types, their coloration but 
not their structure determined envi- 
ronment. The great “popular churches” the period 
were Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian, with Dis- 
ciples Christ added after 1830. Only the last these 
bodies originated America; but the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, which separated from the Church 
England 1784, owed its denominational inde- 
pendence directly American political independence. 
Anglicanism’s traditional observance 
boundaries ecclesiastical organization led natural- 
independent Protestant Episcopal Church 
the United States soon the United States 
became nation. Presbyterians similarly saw them- 
selves nationally and organized their General Assem- 
bly 1787. Congregationalists, hesitant about general 
organization and more interested education than 
revivalism, fell behind the race occupy the 
frontier, but before the middle the nineteenth cen- 
tury had excelled all others founding colleges. 
Methodists and Baptists outdistanced all others 
numbers they constitute half the Protestants 
America today partly because their effective 
use lay leadership and their easy standards for 
admission the ministry when few educated ministers 
were available, and still more because they developed 
effective techniques evangelism. 

The existence many free and legally equal 
churches free society the denominational sys- 
tem its fullest development. Most American church- 
men have come realize that not ideal con- 
dition. Division breeds wasteful and sometimes 
acrimonious rivalry, diminishes efficiency the pur- 
suit the common major all churches, 
sets narrow bounds Christian fellowship, and en- 
courages religious But stage, 
perhaps inevitable, the process passing from 
the old regime compulsory unity future con- 
dition unity with freedom. During the first century 
American national life, the churches were 
exultant their new-found freedom that their pre- 
vailing mood was one complacent denominational- 
ism. That stage has passed, and they have begun 
realize that, since their freedom separate secure, 
they can now safely seek ways which they can 
freely unite. 


DR. WINFRED GARRISON has written number 
books the fields religion and philosophy. The 
material presented here excerpt, slightly dif- 
ferent form, from chapter RELIGION, SOCIETY AND 
THE edited Milton Yinger 
lan, 1957). 
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HROUGH THE close involvement with the 

arts, especially literature, which has been one 
their distinguishing characteristics, the existentialists 
sense challenge revise our image the 
philosopher. They accommodate the forms art 
their own uses; their work widens our horizons con- 
cerning the approaches possible philosophy. 
Esthetics is, course, recognized branch 
philosophy most systems thought. But the cur- 
jous thing about the existentialists that their rela- 
tionship literature and the other arts not di- 
rected primarily toward organizing treatise 
esthetics. fact, the major existentialists have not 
yet made notable systematic contributions this 
field. This not due any intrinsic incapacity 
work this area, although unlikely that 
existentialists would employ the same techniques 
measurement and testing which have figured 
prominently the psychological 
treatments esthetic problems. The reason rather 
that this new and exploratory philosophy engaged 
more directly with the art work, and must postpone 
the specialized questions until the more radical ones 
are settled. finds the activity art close 
the heart its own philosophical inquiry that 
must first reflect upon this primary relationship. 
The existentialists not consider philosophy it- 
self form artistic activity, regard the 
latter highly significant for philosophical analysis. 
The significance unfolds two levels: that inter- 
pretation and that communication. The art work 
meaningful, not merely for the restricted questions 
esthetics, but for the basic ones concerning man 
and nature and being. Hence there prime ob- 
ligation the part take into account 
the suggestions which come from the artistic ex- 
perience. Its relevance for metaphysical issues one 
the hallmarks the existentialist approach 
philosophy. The existentialist listens the creative 
artist from the outset the philosophical enterprise, 
and with reference the principal themes. 

One the difficulties encountered apprecia- 
ting existentialism within predominantly naturalistic 
climate philosophy precisely its distinctive bond 
with the arts. would seem that the existentialist 
thinker remains too close life’s moods and too 
upon imagination achieve philosophical 
and precision. For the existentialist, however, 
this raises the question pluralism methods 
philosophy and corresponding difference the 
types clarity and precision attained. does not 
surrender his interpretative function the artist, but 
does include the artist’s testimony among the pri- 
Mary sources for his interpretation human existence. 

From the standpoint communicating the results 
philosophical reflection, the existentialist 
establishes unique relation with the forms litera- 
ture. does not insist upon one appropriate way 
setting forth philosophical doctrine, but makes 
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plea for using the concrete means art well 
the symbolic forms mathematics the terminology 
physics. Here again, the very thoroughness with, 
which the existentialist carries out his plan furnishes 
stumbling block for many people 
philosophical sobriety with only one cast mind 
and one mode communication. There something 
decidedly disconcerting about finding philosophers 
who write plays that get produced, novels that get 
sold and translated, poetry that comes out print 
and even between hard covers, and literary criticism 
that counts with some readers. 

Even within American literary circles, however, 
unlikely that the existentialists would feel com- 
pletely home. They would probably agree with 
John Crowe Ransom and the New Critics about 
the need for distinguishing between the concrete 
language poetry and the abstract language 
science, between the private and the public aspects 
things. But the existentialists would doubtless add 
that this distinction made for the sake finding 
principle unity between the concrete and the 
abstract. The job for the existentialist philosopher 
explore the dangerous borderland between 
abstract analysis and concrete expression, with the 
hope finding general meaning within the par- 
ticular beings experience and art and finding 
effective literary modes communication for his 
own theoretical investigation. 

Because its twofold concern with the arts 
both source and instrument philosophical 
meaning, existentialism readily associated with 
particular styles. Paul the eminent theologian, 
currently engaged working out correlation 
between paintings and religious outlooks. suggests 
that Picasso and Giorgio Chirico are more akin 
the religious spirit than Raphael, least for 
men our time. The Madonnas may 
religious content theme, but they lack the 
religious form treatment now perceive it. 


the other hand, Tillich cites Picasso’s Guernica 
and Chirico’s Toys the Prince being genuine- 
religious form, even though not overt 
tent. 

Furthermore, regards these latter paintings 
typically existentialist, disclosing jagged edge 
human life. They keep exploring beneath the sur- 
face calm man’s turbulent capacity for disrupting 
and negating the ordinary ties. The bombing scene 
portrayed Picasso introduces into the middle 


the disintegration wrought human aggression, 


and reminds the fragility every order 
existence. From Chirico’s 


among otherwise familiar objects, can share the 


existentialist conviction that the meanings and rela- 
tions our human world depend large measure 
upon our own activity interpretation 
choice goals. 

Puzzled playgoers and reviewers, company 
with even more leading men, have character- 
ized Samuel Beckett’s tragicomedy two acts, Wait- 


ing for Godot, existentialist drama. does have 


its roots soil compounded the views James 
Joyce and the existentialists. The latter contribution 
apparent the wholly insecure grip which the two 


main characters (Vladimir and Estragon) have upon 


memory and the time-relations, their constant 
tion toward boredom and despair, and their fitful 
lucidities about the human situation. 

response cry for help, Vladimir 


“Let something, while have the chancel 
not every day that are needed. Not indeed 


that personally are needed Others would meet 
the case equally well, not better 


whether like not.” Here have the 


parts the workshop, and yet striving for 
ful and even indispensable action. expressing 
definite act the responsibility toward others, 
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may carve out some significance for our personal 
lives. Beckett unclarified the precise meaning 
the situation Waiting for Godot. Each play- 
goer left with the responsibility for his own inter- 
pretation, just each has decide upon the 
sense and direction his own existence. The only 
surety that men are bound together the common 
condition expectation, whether for God for 
death simply for the next sunrise. And least men 
can faithful their appointment with whatever 
they regard their calling and the goal their 
expectation. 

That existentialism closely bound with 
creative literature not surprising, given its direct 
dependence upon Kierkegaard and Nietzsche. Both 
these nineteenth-century thinkers brought philos- 
ophy esthetic sensibility and literary skill which 
belongs the line Plato and Augustine, Berkeley 
and Rousseau. Kierkegaard employed many the 
literary forms popular among the German Romantics. 
used the diary reflections, the poetic commen- 
tary fairy tales and Bible stories, the psychograph 
diverse mentalities, the exchange letters, and 
the symposium feasting-together alert minds. 
And Nietzsche found natural express his most 
intimate ideas lyric poetry, written praise 
nature, search the unknown God, and the 
cause resolute decision. Even his 
sophical theory about the eternal cyclic recurrence and 
the coming the overman was set forth dithy- 
prose Thus Spoke Zarathustra. Thus there 
was historical impetus encouraging the existen- 
tialists tap the resources literature their quest 
for the meaning human existence. 

The French existentialists, Jean-Paul Sartre and 
Gabriel Marcel, are practising playwrights and critics, 
while Sartre also novelist and short-story writer. 
The latter takes very functional view his plays 
vehicles for his ideas man and society. his 
four plays printed together recent Vintage edi- 
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tion, the two older ones The Flies and Exit 
move forward with classic leanness and inevitabil- 
ity which are never quite equalled the subsequent 
pieces. Exit, Garcin complains: died too 
Each these words carries philosophical significance 
for Sartre. Garcin assuming that there some ideal 
length existence which his does not conform, 
and that his deeds are somehow extrinsic his na- 
ture. Similarly, the reply Inez compresses into 
sentence Sartre’s reflections the equivalence be- 
tween oneself and one’s actions. “One always dies 
too soon too late. And yet one’s whole life 
complete that moment, with line drawn neatly 
under it, ready for the summing up. You are your 
life, and nothing else.” The dramatic situation 
being enclosed the boxed-up room hell 
communicable image for the theory that social con- 
flict the inevitable and graven law social inter- 
course. the play, the beholder grasps Sartre’s 
meaning for the virtue lucidity, which never 
divorced from the sense responsibility for one’s 
own character, for the nexus relations set with 
respect others, and for what may seem like the 
destiny imposed from without. 

his novels and his parable about St. Genet, 
comedian and martyr social-moral typing the 
community, Sartre deliberately using literary means 
grope forward concretely toward ethics which 
has not yet been clarified the analytic and con- 
ceptual level. His chronicles about the paths free- 
dom France between the two wars draw heavily 
upon the techniques Faulkner and Dos Passos. 
regards the latter the greatest living novelist, 
especially such early books “1919.” The debt 
chiefly for two important points. First, Dos Passos 
interweaves the social elements national crisis, 
popular songs, and commonplace sayings, with the 
choice attitudes toward the tide opinion. Per- 
haps even more impressive from Sartre’s viewpoint 
the handling the time factor. notices that 
the American novelist portrays even the most vivid 
and personal acts past acts, events which are 
being reported about from some subsequent per- 
spective. This technique provides the philosopher 
with living image for what Bergson and Proust 
called the essential memorial ingredient present 
experience, and the orienting the present act to- 
ward inclusion the future character the in- 
dividual. The temporal moment complex and 
impure affair, is-which-has-been, but this shown 
more readily through the novel than through the 
dense analysis Hegelian dialectic. 

Marcel permits his plays have great autonomy 
and often take the lead suggesting where his 
philosophical analysis should concentrate. attrib- 
utes his liberation from systematic idealism his 
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dual vocation dramatist and philosopher, since 
experienced painful discrepancy between the frame 
mind required for conceiving the play and that 
for producing the idealistic treatise. The play 
obstructed until the author willing enter the 
world persons and make their interchange 
thoughts and deeds more important than any pre- 
determined dialectic concepts. effective, 
the play must respect the initiative these personal 
centers, rather than make them conform with some 
idealistic scheduling. 

such plays The Iconoclast, The Heart 
Others, and The Broken World, Marcel follows the 
same meditative rhythm personal reflection which 
also used the method for his philosophy. There 
community theme well method, since 
the plays probe into questions domestic crisis, 
death, and loyalty, which also constitute the sub- 
jects his essays and philosophical journals. 

For Karl Jaspers, literature has always been 
major source inspiration and investigation. 
pioneer psychopathology, was one the first 
examine van Gogh’s personality and relate his 
tensions the general problem the artist 
technological civilization. The conflict generated 
partly because the artistic vision values being 
threatened our mass society, and partly because 
some permanent conditions existence. The con- 
temporary art work places special stress upon the 
personal perspective, out protest against rendering 
even our perception uniform and standard size. 
But like the artistic productions other ages, also 
tries cast some light upon the meaning human 
existence. Thus the creative artist works analogously 
the philosopher, but proceeds more concrete 
and intuitive way and without reference general 
theoretical issues. 

Jaspers looks for the exemplar the 
existentialist man somewhere between the under- 
ground man Dostoevski and the harmonious per- 
sonality represented Goethe. warmly admires 
the factual sobriety, sensitivity the ways 
freedom, and basic openness facets ex- 
perience. 


You fortunate eyes, 

Whatever you spied, 

was beautiful sight. 
Faust 


Yet Jaspers also notes that have moved beyond 
Goethe into the world mathematical physics, non- 
representational art, and reopening the question 
transcendent God. They are factors our age 
which affect our notion man. The existentialist 
looks kind philosophical rigor and precision 
which adapted the human realities most 
concerned about, and which can clarify the questions 
existence within the context our present age. 
One reason Martin Heidegger the most 
controversial figure among the existentialists his 


ever-growing preoccupation with the work art, 
particularly the poetry Holderlin. his zeal for 
close exegesis literary sources, seems erase 
every borderline between philosophy 
fancy. Nevertheless, offers some warrant for this 
direction his studies. Until the present, philosophy 
has gone astray generalizing the categories which 
hold good only for this that particular region 
things. Even the philosophical terminology 
rupted patterning itself after the language which 
fits our technical world objects. For the renova- 
tion the philosophical language, much can 
learned from great poetry. For the poet already 
using language evoke aspecis that lie beyond the 
range utility, that engage free men, and 
that break through the limits the specialized 
manual our common tongue fellow 
Heidegger does not ask the philosopher tum 
poet even turn literary critic, but only develop 
the habit listening the poet and, through him, 
being itself. quotes Holderlin’s saying that 
“language, most dangerous possessions, has been 
The philosopher must learn state the mode 
thought the insights the poetic concretion, but 
can never break the essential bond with the work 
art. The Grecian urn, the ode it, and the 
wrought essay are all pointers toward man’s ability 
enshrine art-form the humanly significant and 
permanent aspects things. The philosopher tries 
follow these hints through their formal expression 
thought, agreeing with the poet that can 
luminate man and nature without manipulating them. 
Clearly enough, the relation between existential- 
ism and literature intimate and complex. the 
part the leading thinkers this school, the as- 
sociation deliberately maintained. not case 
philosophy being transformed unconsciously into 
something else, but group philosophers who 
reflectively conclude that their responsibility 
retain and cultivate one the traditional alliances. 
They are convinced that philosophy conceived 
one-sided way when remains closed the 
work only considers terms the concepts 
and methods belonging the logic science. For 
grasping the concrete and personal aspects reality, 
the philosophical mind must receptive the 
peculiar insights achieved the forms literature 
and other arts. This does not entail any surrender 
the proper function the philosopher, since 
must still perform his own work analysis and 
generalization, correlation with other aspects and 
inference new implications. And some instances 
least, the play the novel the dramatic 
nal provides means both for communicating the 
philosophical findings and for exploring the new 


territory which always confronts the thinker. 


JAMES COLLINS, author THE MIND 
and other works, member the Department 
Philosophy St. Louis University, St. Louis, Missour. 
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